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III: Early Dynastic Chronicle of Ludim son of Mizraim 
Brief Biographies of the Kings and Queens of Ancient Egypt & Concise Exegetical Notes and Supplemental Material 


Mark: This subject matter reflects the uneducated opinion of the author and is without doubt very much disputed by diverse authorities. 


The Mythic Proto-Dynasty 00 


1. ' The “Hidden One” was a Hyperborean wanderer—and it was 
she whom gave birth to the twins: Horus, the prophetic-god of the Sun, 
and his sister-wife, the fertile “Mistress of the Hunt,” a fierce lioness 
whom was the bloody goddess of the Moon. ? Thus didst she found the 
twin cities of Pe and Dep—and these merged into one city called Buto. 
3 Buto was celebrated for its monolithite temple of Horus and its 
sanctuary of the oracle of the alabaster warrior goddess—and 4 she 
was the consort of Ptah “the self-created god,” who sired of her a 
lion-headed son, named Maahes, “Scarlet Lord of the Slaughter” 
and “Wielder of the Flint Knife’—the bloody enemy of Apep, the 
serpent which lived in the “sacred ished (or persea) tree of life.” * 


5 The Early Bronze Age kings of Tarkhan—an Ancient Egyptian 
necropolis, located around 50 km south of Cairo on the west bank of 
the Nile, Troyu (Tura)—underground limestone mines near Cairo and 
Nagqada I—a Badarian agricultural/mining cult center of the god Set 
established just north of Naqada by semi-nomadic hunter-gatherers) 
were contemporaneous with the Iliumites of the “Citadel of Hisarlik” 
(Troia D—which they first settled on the island of Crete and were 
rivals of the Thinite rulers 150 years before those southern kings 
conquered the Delta region of Lower Egypt. 

° Hedju Hor “the mace of Horus” was a king of the northeastern 
Delta region of the Nile River.’ Hedju Hor was followed by Ny-Hor 
“the Hunter,” whom was followed by an unknown ruler... whom was 
followed by Hsekiu (Seka), whom was followed by Khayu, whom 
was followed by Tiu (Teyew), whom was followed by Thesh (Tjesh), 
whom was followed by Neheb, whom was followed by Wazner 
(Wazenez), whom was followed by Hat-Hor, whom was followed by 
Mekh, whom was followed by a ruler whose name was destroyed 
(v.i.). 

8 Double Falcon was the last to rule the “light-land of the sacred 
bee”—his successor was Wash, whom ruled the Western Desert (from 
the Nile to the Libyan border) from Idkii lagoon in the northwestern 
Nile River delta. ° But, Washi was smitten dead by the mace of 
Narmer—“the harpooner” who wore the “bulbed” White Crown of 
Upper Egypt—whence the Red Crown of Lower Egypt was taken 
captive. 

10 Narmer thence conquered Hierakonpolis to the south of his 
Thinite kingdom, the Faiyum to the northwest and, at least, some parts 
of the Delta to the north. Succession thence went from father to son. 


The Thinite royal family of Abydos 
The Honey Queens 


pee Upper Egypt consisted of three major states: Thinis, Naqada, and 
Nekhen. 7 Sandwiched between Thinis and Nekhen, Naqada was the 
first to fall to the Thinite royal family. ? Thinis then conquered Lower 
Egypt—a wild region whereof dangerous and unpredictable animals, 
such as lions, crocodiles, elephants and rhinoceroses roamed free. 

3 Nekhen’s relationship with Thinis is uncertain, but these two states 
may have merged peacefully, with the Thinite royal family ruling all of 
Egypt. 4 The Thinite kings were buried at the royal cemetery in the 
nome of Umm el-Qa'ab necropolis in the region of Abydos. 

5 Naqada III was first ruled by Gazelle, whose reign was followed 
by Finger Snail, thence by Fish... and Pen-Abu “the Great “White” 
Elephant,” who ruled at the region of Qustul in Lower Nubia near the 
Sudan border. © Animal, Stork, Canidé “the Bitch” and the “Auroch 
Heifer” all ruled in turn... ® and Serket “the Scorpion”—“she who 
gives breath” was the last of the Honey Queens to rule in Naqada III. 


3. | The neo-lithonic Honey Queens preceded the Protodynastic kings 
of Ancient Egypt. Mizraim son of Ham son of Noah was the father of 
Ludim. Ludim was the father of Scorpion I. Scorpion I was the mother 
of Iry-Hor (also known as Iry-Ro)—the “companion of Horus.” 

? Iry-Hor “the Great Mouth”—the “swallow herald of the dawn” 
ruled over Abydos and the wider region of Thinis and, 5 indeed, as the 
“chief spox” (“the voice’) of/for the “fiery falcon,” she controlled all 
Egypt from Hierakonpolis, at /east as far north as “'Hwt-Ka-Ptah” 
(“Mansion of the Spirit of Ptah”)—originally the name of/for the 
“White Walls of Memphis” (v.i.)—she also controlled parts of the 
Nile Delta—and was buried in the necropolis at Umm el-Qa'ab. 

i Iry-Ro was followed by Shendjw “the subduer”—“the crocodile” 
of the Tarkhan necropolis (on the west bank of the Nile south of 
Cairo). 

Job 41.1 

Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a 
cord which thou lettest down? 


> Horus Ka (also known as Sekhen) son of Iry-Hor succeeded his 
mother as first of the male rulers of Upper Egypt—and he was buried 
in the cemetery at Umm el-Qa'ab. . Iry-Hor was the father of Serget 
(also known as Scorpion II and/or possibly, as Selk or Weha). 6 At the 
time of King Scorpion, Egypt was divided into several minor 
provincial kingdoms (nomes) that were fighting each other—and with 
his mace the “dangerous” King Scorpion conquered Buto in Lower 
Egypt—and with his “lapwing” archers the “mighty stormer” 
conquered Nekhen—the “City of the Hawk” (Greek Hierakonpolis), 
the oldest known Horite shrine city in Upper Egypt. 


Shesh I / Neithhotep A viz. Neith-Hotpe A / Kenthap-Hapi 


7 As the priest of Seshat (“she who scrivens”)—“Mistress of the 
House of Life,” who wore upon her forehead the “Sefkhet-Abwy” (i.e., 
the “seven-horned cannabis leaf,’ which, was used for making papyrus 
paper), King Scorpion took as his consort a “fair-skinned” Kushite 
woman named Shesh I, who was a scribe of the goddess—she was 
queen of the ancient Egyptian society that invented hieroglyphics—and 
he sired of her a son named Narmer. 


The 1“ Pharaohic Dynasty of Memphis 


These kings practiced both human and animal sacrifice. 


King Catfish / Narmer the Harpooner — Menes / Hor-Aha 
Neithhotep A / Neith-Hotpe A — Berenib — Princess Ankhioné 


Semiramis Ba'alti the “Divine Dove” of the Two Babylons 


ee King Catfish, better known as Narmer, Viceroy of Upper Egypt, 
became the first king of Early Dynastic Egypt—he unified the “Two 
Ladies” (meaning Wadjet the cobra-goddess of “Lower Egypt” and 
Nekhbet the white vulture goddess of “Upper Egypt”) by means of 
conquest. 2 Tn an attempt to facilitate his unification of Egypt, Narmer 
married his mother... as property was vested through matrilineal 
descent until the death-worshipping Hyksos invasion during the Middle 
Kingdom (Dynasty 11 through Dynasty 13; ca. 2030-to-1650 BC). 

3 Furthermore, Narmer “the Harpooner” engaged in active trade 
with Canaan (Syria-Palestine) and other parts of the Ancient Near 
East viz. Phoenicia, Minoan Crete, and the Sumerian city-states— 
and, attempting to facilitate unification of Upper and Lower Egypt, he 
married Neithhotep—a Delta princess from Sais. 

i Neith-hotpe A (’an offering to Neith”) bore Narmer a son named 
Hor-Aha/Teti (meaning “Horus of the Reeds”; also called Menes, 
whose Greek name was Athothis)—and her daughters were Shebah I 
and Isis 11. > But Neithhotep A was made to suffer “damnatio 


memoriae” (v.s.) 
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“damnatio 


memoriae” (v.s.): Notwithstanding, her name survived and she is 
remembered as “the earliest known royal lady of Ancient 
Egypt”: “Foremost of women” and “Consort of the Two Ladies”— 
indicating that she was a queen. 


®° The necropolis of Saqqarah was the cemetery for Memphis, 
whereat the earliest royal tomb located there belongs to the reign of 
Aha/Menes—a Thinite (i.e., a native of the provincial nome of Thinis 
in Upper Egypt)—and, 7 in fact, monuments belonging to the kings 
Narmer and Aha, either of whom may-or-may not be Menes, have 
been excavated at the Umm el-Qa'ab necropolis at Abydos. 8 Narmer 
also appears on a slate palette (a decorated stone on which cosmetics 
were pulverized) alternately wearing “the red and white crowns of 
Lower and Upper Egypt,” a combination symbolic of unification, and 
shown triumphant over his enemies. 

* The Proto-Canaanite Chalcolithic Era was on the decline during 
Hor-Aha’s reign, as was trade with the Southern Levant. Contrary to 
his predecessor, Hor-Aha is not attested outside of the Nile River 
Valley: (This may point to a gradual replacement of long-distance 
trade between Egypt and its eastern neighbors by a more direct 
exploitation of the local resources by the Egyptians). 


10 Menes (an honorific title meaning “he who endures’), found the 
city of Memphis (v.s.) on an island in the Nile River, whereof it would 
be easy to defend. 8 Thence, he took Benerib (“sweet of heart”) as his 
sister-wife—although she was his chief wife, she was not the mother of 
his successor—Horus Djer. She was probably the highest ranking 
Memphite royal woman of that era. 

1 The marriage of Menes/Hor-Aha to Berenib legitimized his claim 
to kingship and stabilized his reign—as succession in Ancient Egypt 
was matrilineal, wherein descent to the throne is through the female 
line, this system was formal and legitimist from the beginning to the 
end of Pharaohic history. 2 Whence on his deathbed, Aha had Berenib 
ritually put to death and was laid to rest in what was to become part of 
Hor-Aha’s tomb. 


13 When Hor-Aha/Menes was yet a young man, he plundered the 
land of Canaan and raped Derkoto Diosa, also called Atargatis—a 
“Syrian” fish-goddess (i.e., “mermaid’)... 14 and, in shame, she cast 
herself off a cliff into the Great Green Sea (‘Mediterranean Sea’) 
after she hadst birthed the child conceived of her rapine—Semiramis 
Ba'alti the “Divine Dove” of the Two Babylons (g.v.)—whom was 
mother of the “demigod” Tammuz (q.v.). 


1S Hor-Aha/Menes also married a Kushite woman named Princess 
Ankhioné daughter of Nilus Ankhmemiphis the Potamoi son of Nilus. 
It was through her that he developed an Egyptianized version of the 
post-Atlantean epoch Sumerian “seed of the woman” “Edenic- 
Covenant”: (This is synonymous to the Mitanni princess Nefertiti '"”, 
who introduced the monotheistic concept of Aton to AKhenamun). 

Genesis 3.15 

“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
his heel.” 


16 While out hunting, Menes was attacked by his own “dogs” viz. 
“the priesthood of Inpu (“Anubis”) the Golden Jackal,” and he fled 
across Lake Moeris on the back of “a crocodile” (cf. the Mosaic priest 
of Midian) and, in appreciation, he found the city of Crocodilopolis 
(cf. Armana—the city of Akhenaton): (This story is synonymous with 
that of the “Dead Prince” (Tuthmose V), whom was banished by the 
Wise Old Pharaoh, and his memory made to suffer “damnatio 
memoriae”). 

17 Hor-Aha/Menes—“the bull of his mother,” sired a son of his 
mother, him calling her Kenthap-Hapi—“Musician of the Sacred 
Bull”: Their child, Djer (called Uenéphes by the Greeks; and also 
known as Zer or Sekhty), was born posthumously 18 After a reign of 62 
years, Narmer/Menes was killed by a hippopotamus (‘“Taweret,” the 
consort of “Set,” god of chaos—cf. the Biblical “Behemoth”): (Death 
by hippopotamus was considered among the worst ways to die). 

18 Hor-Aha had thirty-five retainer sacrifices in his tomb, and twelve 
in three surrounding tombs enclosed in his funerary complex 


The Osiris-worshipping 1° Dynasty Horus Kings 
The 1*' Dynasty lasted about 190 years. 
Djer / Iti — Itil — Djet / Ita — Den / Septi (Qenti) 
Kenthap-Hapi / Nakhtneith — Meryt-Neith 


4.1 After Hor-Aha—her husband was buried (in the Umm el-Qa'ab 
necropolis), Kenthap-Hapi consorted with Grand Vizier Rekhit—a 
high official who served during the reigns of Narmer and Aha-Menes 
and was linked to the estates of queen Neithhotep—again, synonymous 
with Nefertiti **”, whom first reigned in her own right (as Smenkhkare) 
and then was compelled to submit to Ay—the priest of Min. 

F Abydos, Naqada and Saqqara were the three major cities at the 
start of the 1‘t Dynasty—the names of three contemporary high officials 
appear thereof, whereby each appears in a secondary position: Het at 
Abydos, Saiset at Memphite Saqqara and, at Naqada, Rekhit. 

3 Before her son Horus Djer (Itil) was born, Kenthap-Hapi ruled in 
her own right—during which time Rekhit practiced ritual human 
sacrifice by stabbing bound victims (with a flint knife) and was largely 
responsible for the consolidation of the unified state of Egypt; 4 thence, 
after this interregnum, she ruled for 10 years more as co-regent, first 
with her elder son... and, thereafter, for 9 years more as co-regent with 
her grandson, Horus Djet: (cf. the boy-pharaoh Tutankhamun). 

5 Her mastaba (at Naqada) was made of hardened mudbricks, of 
which the outer walls were niched. 


® Several ladies bearing titles that identify them as queens have been 
associated with Djer and may have been his wives: Herneith of 
unknown origin, whose name is found at Saqqara (tomb S3507) as well 
as at Umm el-Qa’ab—she was his first wife, whom he married in his 
regnal year: “The Year of Smiting the land of the Setjet” (identified 
with Syria-Palestine). 7 He made a military campaign deep into Nubia 
(to the south)—and also sent forces into the Sinai (to the east) and 
made excursions into Libya (to the west): These are the first recorded 
military campaigns outside of the “Two Lands of Egypt.” 

8 More-so, he took two more wives—marrying both Nakhtneith 
(“Neith is victorious”), whom was buried in one of his subsidiary 
tombs, and Penebui (“Great of Sceptre’), a queen of lower rank who 
died a violent death due to decapitation—neither the parental names 
nor those of any children are known of Penebui Ma‘a-heru (meaning 
“she who sees Horus’). 

°® There are no sources that would indicate that queen-consort 
Herneith (“the face of Neith”) was the mother of Djer’s successor, Itil 
father of Meriit-iti mother of Semti mother of Irinetjer... (v.i.) but, 
Djet’s mother wouldst most likely have been Nakhtneith (“strength of 
the goddess Neith’). iw Djet (Uadji)—the “Horus Cobra” (who, after a 
45 day interregnum, ruled for 10 years): Ahaneith was a secondary 
wife of which naught much is known. 

"| Vessel fragments and seal impressions prove that there were 
intense trading activities with Syria and Palestine at the time—and 
clay seals prove that the official Amka begun his career under king 
Djer, as manager of the “Hor-sekhenti-dju” estate. 2 Under Djet, 
Amka became royal steward. In the early years of the king’s successor 
Amka died after having been appointed to regional responsibilities in 
the western Nile Delta. Other senior officials under Djet were 
Sekhemkasedj and Setka—and Ahaneith was a secondary wife (of 
which naught much is known). 


Sokar and the “ sacrificial retainers” buried to serve Djet in the Afterlife 


King Djer had 318 retainer sacrifices buried in his tomb, and 269 
retainer sacrifices buried in enclosures surrounding his tomb. King Djet 
had 174 sacrificed retainers buried around his tomb 62 retainers buried 
around his tomb at Saqqara (Abydos)—most of them being retainers that 
were strangled and/or poisoned upon Djet’s death to serve him in the 
afterlife. About 230 individuals were sacrificed to serve King Den in the 
afterlife. 

Inside Djet’s tomb is a stele depicting “a snake surmounted by a 
Horus falcon”: It is the earliest surviving depiction of the heavens 
symbolized by the outspread wings of a falcon. The wings carry the 
“celestial bark” of Sokar—the syncretized underworld god of the 
Memphite necropolis linked to Ptah the Creator chief god of Memphis 
and Osiris god of the dead. Below the “celestial bark,” Djet’s serekh is 
surrounded by “two Was scepters”—symbols of power or dominion over 
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the force of chaos that Set represented, and “one Ankh-sign”—as the 
“key of life” (having the power to sustain life and to revive human souls 
in the afterlife). 

Copper tools and pottery were also found in the tomb—a common find 
in Egyptian tombs. There is evidence that Djet’s tomb was intentionally 
burned, along with other tombs at Abydos from this time period. The 
tombs were later renovated because of the association with the cult of 
Osiris. 


Queen Meryt-Neith 


ee Meryt-Neith (meaning “Beloved of Neith”) daughter of Herneith 
and Djer was “senior royal wife” of Djet son of Djer and Nakhtneith, 
her elder half-brother.!* Upon Djet’s death, because their son, Den 
Udimu (“Horus who strikes”) came to power in Egypt as an infant, 
Queen Merneith was appointed as his mentor and political advisor... 
essentially becoming the de facto first female pharaoh to rule Egypt 
(until he was capable of doing so himself). 


Queen Neithhotep 


Queen Neithhotep may have taken on a similar role before Meryt- 
Neith, while queens such as Sobekneferu and Hatshepsut were later 
female Egyptian rulers. 

Though the reigns of Den’s processor and successor seemed to have 
been troubled, the reign of Den was apparently a glorious and prosperous 
one. Yet beyond this prosperity, like Horus Djer before him, Den left 
behind an intellectual reputation. It is believed that the spells found in 
the later funerary manual called the “Book of the Dead” was attributed 
to his time, as well as medical formulae that were preserved in New 
Kingdom papyri. 


1S Horus Den (Otisaphaidos) (“he who brings the water”) was the 
first king to use the title “King of Upper and Lower Egypt” and to have been 
represented wearing the “Double Crown” (“red” and “white”). His wives 
were Seshemet-ka, Serethor, Semat, and Nakh-Neith and, possibly, 
Qua-Neith)—and, » during his long reign of 20-to-42 years: (the Royal 
Canon of Turin is damaged and therefore unable to provide 
information about the duration of Den’s reign). 7 as Den Khasty (“he 
of the two deserts”), he established many of the customs of court ritual 
and royalty used by later rulers and he was held in high regard by his 
immediate successors. !® And, in the time of smiting, Den turned his 
focus to military affairs and went out to club the Troglodytes of the 
East. 

19 Merneith was buried in a lavish tomb (Tomb Y), close to Djet 
and Den, in Umm el-Qa'ab at Abydos. 


Merneith 


The strongest evidence that she was a ruler of Egypt is her tomb: This 
tomb is unique—being of the same scale among the otherwise 
exclusively male tombs of the kings of that period. Her tomb was 
excavated and was shown to contain a large underground chamber, 
lined with mud bricks, which was surrounded by rows of small satellite 
burials, with at least 40 subsidiary graves for servants—thought to 
assist the ruler in the afterlife. Also inside her tomb was a “funerary 
boat” that would allow her to travel with the sun deity in the afterlife. 

Merneith’s tomb exhibits features that possibly preview the builders of 
the Third Dynasty. Concealed within the normal rectangular palace 
facade mastaba is the base of a stepped structure, a juxtaposition of two 
different methods of building—perhaps indicative of the fusion of 
northern and southern styles that was to lead, ultimately, to the Step 
Pyramid of Djoser (q.v.), or influenced the design of the Third Dynasty 
structure. 


20 The floor of Den’s tomb at Umm El Qa'ab near Abydos is made of 
red and black granite, the first time in Egypt this hard stone was used as 
a building material. at Subsidiary tombs and palatial mastabas at 
Sakkara belonged to high officials such as Ipka, Ankh-ka, Hemaka, 
Nebitka, Amka, Iny-ka and Ka-Za. In a subsidiary tomb at Den’s 
necropolis, the rare stela of a dwarf named Ser-Inpu was found. 

22 Den apparently limited the power of high officials which had 
previously been allowed to grow dangerously strong during the reign of 
his predecessor. Such centralization always seems to have been the key 
to a successful royal reign. However, he also pursued a policy of 
conciliation with Lower Egypt, probably creating a post of “chancellor 
of the King of Lower Egypt”—filled by a man named Hemaka. 


The High Officials of the Horus Kings 
Amka — Hemaka / Sekhemkasedj — Iri-aawi — Sewadjka / Setka 


23 Amka was a high official, whose career spanned three reigns, 
starting during the reign of Horus Djer and ending in the beginning of 
the reign of Horus Den—during the regency of queen Merneith. 4 He 
also held the titles “nbi” and “Heri-Nekhenu,” but the actual meaning 
of these titles is not known. 7° During the reign of Djer, he was already 
in charge of the important domain called Her-sekhenti-dju. During the 
reign of Den, the responsibility over this domain was given to Hemaka. 

26 Hemaka appears to have started out as an administrator and 
controller of a royal domain named Her-tepi-khet. Later, the more 
important domain Her-sekhenti-dju, which previously had been under 
the control of Amka and Sewadjka, was added to his responsibilities. 
He would keep control over both domains until the end of his life. 

27 The high office of “royal seal-bearer,” sometimes also translated 
as “chancellor,” was added to Hemaka’s already impressive titulary 
somewhere during the reign of the Horus Den. As such, he stood at the 
head of the royal treasury and enjoyed the king’s confidence. 78 He is 
only one of the first people to have held such an important office, 
without being a member of the royal family. 2° Hemaka was the owner 
of an impressive mastaba located in the northernmost part of Saqqara 
(nr. $3035), which is considered a masterpiece of architecture—the 
size alone of his tomb hints at the wealth of its owner. 

39 Tn addition to his previous responsibilities, Amka also became a 
mortuary priest during the regency of Merneith. He ended his career 
as an administrator of a region located in the western Delta. 31 He 
thus appears to have advanced though the ranks of hierarchy from 
managing specific royal domains to a position in the regional 
administration of Lower Egypt, an area where most of the royal 
domains are believed to have been located. 

2 Tri-aawi was an administrator of the estate Wadj-Her (meaning 
“one who is related to the two doors” or perhaps “guardian of the two 
doors.” *° The estate was found by Djet—and the “two doors” may 
refer to “the entrance of Buto,” or perhaps to “the entrances to the 
Earth and the Underworld.” The fact that the same estate was also 
administered by the much better attested Sewadjka, may perhaps point 
to an early demise for Iri-aawi. 

as Sewadjka may have started his career during the reign of Djer, 
perhaps during his later years. Most sources, however, are dated to the 
reign of Djet, when he was an administrator (aD-mr) of the royal 
estate Wadj-Her. During Djet’s reign his career advanced to being 
controller (xrp) of the same estate. 35 There are indications that he 
continued in this capacity until the early years of Horus Den, during 
the regency of Merneith. 36 Towards the end of his career he rose to the 
position of administrator of the estate Her-sekhenti-dju—one of the 
most prestigious offices of the 1%‘ Dynasty: 

ie Sewadjka was buried in tomb S 3504 at Saqqara North. 


Last of the 1‘ Dynasty Horus Kings 
Andjib / Meribiap Semerkhet / Semsu —— Qa'a / Qabeh — Horus Ba 


5. ' Horus Andjib (“the bold man whose heart is safe”) Miebidés 
reigned for 26 years (i.e., ~74 quadrimester of 3 X 4 months or tierce 
1/3" years). = Though his parentage is unknown of certain, it is thought 
that his predecessor, king Den, may have been his father—and Meryt- 
Neith his mother: Several wives are known for Den, but their respective 
children are not known and remain a mystery. 

? Andjib was possibly married to two women connected to the 
ancestor-deity Bata (either “a ram” or “a bull’): Betrest (“motherhood 
is her companion’), who was mother of his son Qa'a father of Nebti— 
and Bat-iry-set, who was mother of his son Semerkhet husband of 
Khentneith—the parents of Sneferka. 

f Andjib may have began his reign in co-regency with his father, 
only coming to the throne after the death of Den—truling Egypt alone 
for about 10 complete-or-partial years: 5 He was elderly when he 


succeeded Den and 
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He was elderly when he 


succeeded Den and experienced considerable problems with Lower 
Egypt... apparently having had to put down several revolts in that 
region. 

| Andjib built Tomb X at Abydos, but it is one of the worst built 
and smallest of the Abydos royal tombs. Interestingly, the burial 
chamber was constructed entirely of wood; and, within the area, there 
were 64 graves of low grade construction for his retainers. ’ Until the 
end of the 1*t Dynasty, it was a tradition that the family and court of 
the king committed suicide (or were killed) and were then buried 
alongside the ruler in his necropolis. 

8 Another tomb which was apparently built during the reign of 
Andjib is that of an official named Nebitka (tomb 3038 at Saqqara). 
This tomb is interesting in that it contained a mudbrick stepped 
structure inside the Mastaba-like structure—a forerunner of Djoser’s 
Step Pyramid. 

* Semerkhet (‘thoughtful companion of the divine community”) 
reigned for 8.5 years (i.e., ~25.5 quadrimester of 3 X 4 months or tierce 
1/3" years): T Tt is thought that Semerkhet had to fight for the throne 
against a usurper, thought to be Biechenes—most likely a high- 
ranking priest, (being responsible for erasing Andjib’s name from a 
number of inscriptions on stone vases and other objects). 


19 Under Qa'a, the officials Merka and Sabef had high positions in 
the palace administration. 1! As “Administrator of the Desert,” 
Merka was in charge of guarding of the desert frontiers and 
organisation of expeditions into the desert to obtain precious stones 
and other materials. '? He was also connected to the weaving mills and 
the harem “Controller of the Tent” and “Controller of the Palace”) 
at Memphis, or at least part thereof. 

[Note: By “tent” a palace structure is not inferred, but “tent” is said in 
reference to a woman... and more precisely “a vagina.” | 

13 Merka was a “Sem-priest”—connected to the cult of Anubis and 
a member of the aristocracy of his time... 14 as well as a priest of the 
goddess Neith, who, at this period, was one of the most important 
divinities of the Ancient Egyptian pantheon. 7 He may have been a 
member of the royal family, (but this is solely based on the unfounded 
assumption that the highest offices were reserved for the royal 
kinsmen). '® He was also a “follower of the King” and a “captain of 
the royal barque.” 

1S Sabef was “Governor of the Residence” and “Keeper of the 
Secrets and Decrees,” which shows that he held a high position of 
confidence in the royal administration (as a priest). He was also 
“Overseer of the Heb-Sed” and “Keeper of the Tomb (of Qa'a).” 

16 Henuka is the only known official from the reign of Semerkhet. 


es Qa'a ruled for 33 years or more—and he was the last undisputed 
king of the 1*' Dynasty of Egypt. He had a fairly large tomb in Abydos. 
18 A seal impression bearing the name of Hotepsekhemwy was found 
near the entrance of the tomb of Qa'a (Tomb Q)—containing 26 
satellite (i.e., sacrificial) burials. 

” Despite a long and prosperous reign, evidence shows that after the 
death of Qa'a, a dynastic war over the newly empty throne was waged 
between two different royal houses: Horus Ba—an ephemeral ruler 
and Horus Sneferka (Semémpsés)—the penultimate king of the 1% 
Dynasty. 0 The interregnum struggle peaked in the plundering of the 
royal cemetery of Abydos, which was therefore abandoned. The 
struggle for the throne was possibly brought to an end by the founder of 
the 2™ Dynasty, king Hotepsekhemwy (“two powers are reconciled’). 

21 Horus-Bird’s burial site is unknown. 


@ Kings Sneferka (thought to be an alternate name used by Qa'a for 
a short time) and Horus “Bird” were factors in the collapse of the Ist 
Dynasty. 

23 At the end of his fourth “saros” period of rule a great calamity 
befell Egypt. 


A “Soros” Period 


A “soros” period is exactly 223 synodic months (approximately 
6585.3211 days, or 18 years, 11 days, 8 hours) and is used to predict 
eclipses of the Sun and Moon. One saros period after an eclipse, the 


Sun, Earth, and Moon return to approximately the same relative 
geometry, a near straight line, and a nearly identical eclipse will occur, in 
what is referred to as an eclipse cycle. 


ee . nd 
The Thinite Kings of the 2 Dynasty at Saqqara 
The events of the 2"! Dynasty are the most uncertain in Egyptian history. 
Perhaps because it does not have the prestige of the 1°’ Dynasty, or 
the great monuments built during the 3™ Dynasty, Egypt's 2™ Dynasty 
seems almost an interlude when the economic and political foundations 
were put in place for a strong centralized state. 


Horus Hotepsekhemwy — Raneb / Nebre — Ninetjer 


6. ' Horus Hotepsekhemwy (Boéth6s; altered from the name Bedjau; 
also Bau-netjer) attained power through marriage to a princess of the 
former Lower Egyptian regime: Pernib daughter of Qa'a—a priestess 
of Sopdu (associated with the Sirius star). 2 He is oft postulated to 
have brought peace to Egypt at a time when the country was divided 
between the followers of Horus... and those of Seth. 

i During his reign, an earthquake opened a chasm near Bubastis (a 
seismically active region) and many perished. . Hotepsekhemwy 
reigned for ~38 years (i.e., ~114 quadrimester of 3 X 4 months or tierce 
1/3rd_ years). 5° His choice to move the royal necropolis to Saqqara 
indicates a break with his predecessors that might justify the start of a 
new dynasty. 


® At the time of Horus Nebra (“Ra is my lord,” ie, Raneb 
Kaiechos; born Kakau, “Bull of Apis’), the most important religious 
cults were concentrated on the preservation of the dualistic equal status 
of the state patrons Horus and Seth. 7 Raneb was the first king who 
connected his birth name with the name of Ra—initiating the great 
religious belief that Egyptian kings were the living representation of 
the Sun alongside Horus and Seth. Nothing was more important than 
keeping that divine balance. The kings themselves were seen as the 
living representation of that godlike pair. 

87 The “sun” was seen as a celestial object controlled either by 
Horus or, as in the case of king Seth-Peribsen (q.v.), by Seth. 
Therefore, the sun was no independent deity. ° The first definite proof 
of the existence of the sun-deity Ra occurs at the beginning of the 3 
Dynasty during the reign of king Djoser in the names of high officials 
such as Hesyre: And the first definitive detectable proof for a fully 
established “royal sun cult” occurs under king Radjedef—third ruler 
of the 4" Dynasty. 

he During his reign, “the Apis bull at Memphis—one of the 
manifestations on earth of the god Ptah and the Mnevis bull in 
Heliopolis as well as Banebdjedet—the goat of Mendes were 
worshipped as gods.” '! Moreover, under Nebra, the first depiction of 
the “alabaster” goddess Bastet occurs—a fierce lioness-headed 
warrior-goddess associated with the sun and worshiped throughout 
most of ancient Egyptian history,. 

2 Nebra reigned for ~39 years (i.e., 117 quadrimester of 3 X 4 
months or tierce 1/3rd years). 


The Apis or Hapis Bull 


The Apis or Hapis (Hapi-ankh) was a symbol of fertility, rulership, 
masculine vigor and strength in war... and was the most important of all 
the sacred animals in Egypt. It was a black bull with a white diamond on 
its forehead: (The sun disk between the horns represent divinity) It was 
“born of a virgin cow,” rendered pregnant by a moonbeam or a flash of 
lightning conceived from a bolt of lightning and having the image of a 
vulture on its back, double hairs on its tail, and a scarab-shaped mark 
under its tongue. The bull was closely linked with the pharaoh, both 
being divine manifestations of a god who were crowned at the time of 
their installation. 

Embalmed at great cost: Costly ceremonial burials of bulls indicate 
that ritual sacrifice was part of the worship of the early cow deities— 
and a bull might represent a king who became a deity after death—the 
“Ba herald” (physical manifestation) of the Memphite god Ptah, 
entitled “the renewal of the life”: but after death he became Osorapis, 
(i.e., the Osiris Apis), just as dead humans were assimilated to Osiris, the 
king of the underworld. This Osorapis was identified with the Hellenistic 
Serapis, and may well be identical with him. Greek writers make the 
Apis an incarnation of Osiris, ignoring the connection with Ptah. 
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Legitimation of the “Holy Bloodline” through the Matriarch 

13 Nynetjer Bindthris (Biophis)—third king of the 2 Dynasty took 
Memphis as his capitol. 14 He ruled ancient Egypt for almost 40 years 
viz. ~39 years [ditto] and he was famous for his festivals and marvelous 
temples. : During his reign “women received the right to gain royal 
dignity,” meaning that women were allowed to reign like a king—as an 
obituary to the queens Meritneith and Neithhotep from the early 1“ 
Dynasty, both of whom are believed to have held the Egyptian throne 
for several years because their sons were too young to rule. 

Ss During the reign of Nynetjer the “Escort of Horus” yearly event 
was replenished by an event called “cattle count,” which was of 
highest economic importance to the Egyptian realm, because it was the 
official implementation of the yearly tax collections. 7 This new State 
sourcing was held for all times from this moment on. The event “Escort 
of Horus” was abandoned at the beginning of 3"! Dynasty for the 
almost biennial “Appearance of the King” of either Upper or Lower 
Egypt, or both, in most of the odd years. 

18 An economic catastrophe—like a famine or a long lasting 
drought affected Egypt; therefore, to address the problem of feeding 
the Egyptian population... so Ninetjer split Egypt as an inheritance 
between his successors, establishing two independent realms in the 
hope that the two rulers could better administer the States, until the 
famine came to an end. But the realm suffered from an overly complex 
state administration. 1° This was the Dua-Hor-pt (festival), or, the 
“Hacking of (the city of) Shema-Re” and the “Hacking of (the city 
of) Ha”: (Neither of the “twin cities” mentioned has been located, but 
the reference, if translated correctly, could point towards the 
establishment of such a division of the realm rather than a striking 
down of rebellion, perhaps the precursor of the turmoil that would 
follow Ninetjer’s reign). 

: Ninetjer was buried in a tomb, consisting of a series of 
underground galleries and corridors, at Saqqara, near the tomb of 
Hotepsekhemwy... and was partially re-used in later times. 71 Tn the 
year immediately after Ninetjer’s death, perhaps an indication of the 
rising cult of the god Seth, culminated in his name replacing that of the 
god Horus in the royal titulary during the reign of Seth Peribsen. 


In ancient Egypt, we find what sometimes appears to be almost a 
primeval struggle between good and evil. This conflict between the 
followers of Seth (Set) and the followers of Horus is very ancient... and 
may very well form a component of our modern theological concepts. Yet 
there may have actually been a battle between real rulers, during the 
predynastic period—symbolically or otherwise associated with these two 
godlings, over control of Egypt. In the end, the followers of Horus son of 
Osiris seem to have (more or less) triumphed, and in general, Seth—the 
murderer of his brother Osiris, appears to us as the more sinister of the 
two, even though one might say he was never really completely vilified. 


The Twin “cities” of Dua-Hor-pt: Ha & Shema-Re 
Weneg (Wadjenes) — Senedj — Hudjefa I 


7.1 Little is known about the reign of Weneg (Uneg), also known as 
Weneg-Nebty: (Weneg corresponds to Hor-Nebre or Raneb-ho and/or 
to Hor-Sekhemib-Perenmaat). ? The meaning of the so-called rarely 
used “weneg flower” hieroglyph—having six vertical “strokes” (three 
of them on each side of the papyrus haulm bud) is unknown. 3 This 
heraldic flower of Wenegsekhemwy was not used again until king Teti 
(6"" Dynasty) used it in his “pyramid texts” to name a certain “Weneg” 
as “a sky and death-cult deity” which was addressed as “Son of Ra” 
and “follower of the deceased king.” 

4 The length of Weneg’s rulership is unknown: If he was the same 
person as king Wadjenes, he ruled for 54 years (i.e., 162 quadrimester 
of 3 X 4 months or tierce 1/3rd years); if Weneg was the same person 
as king “Tlas,” he ruled for 17 years (a successor of Ninetjer)... but, 
the fact, however, that finds bearing his name are limited to Saqqara, 
may indicate that he ruled only a part of the country as a separate ruler 
and may have only ruled for 12 years. 


° Neswt-bity Sened (“a feared heretic who frightens”; cf. Peribsen) 
undoubtly followed Wadjnes. Alike his/her predecessor, Sened is only 
known from findings in Lower Egypt as being coeval to Weneg—and 


Isay, a “concubine” of Weneg. She ruled for 20 years—and resided at 
Memphis. 

Pile Egypt was already divided when Senedj gained the throne, kings 
like Sekhemib and Peribsen would have ruled Upper Egypt, whilst 
Senedj and her/his successors, Neferkara I and Hudjefa I, would have 
ruled Lower Egypt. [All known king-lists list Wadjenes as predecessor 
of Senedj... after Senedj, the king-lists differ from each other in respect 
of the successors: Neferkara, Neferkasokar and Hudjefa I and/or 
Bebty Djadjay (identical with king Khasekhemwy). ] 

Shery 
Old Kingdom 4" Dynasty 
Shery held the title “Overseer of all wab-priests of king Peribsen 
in the necropolis of king Senedj,” “Great One of the Ten of Upper 

Egypt” and “God’s Servant of Senedj.” His wife was called 

Khentetek—a second woman also appears in his tomb decoration, 

her name was Inet, and she may have been a second wife (or mother). 


8 The realm was flourishing under king Neferkara I (“the Ka of Re 
is beautiful”; cf. Népherchéres), also called Aaka, and “the Nile was 
flowing with honey for eleven days.” If Egypt was already divided 
when Hudjefa I gained the throne, kings like Sekhemib and Peribsen 
would have ruled Upper Egypt, whilst Hudjefa I and his predecessors 
would have ruled Lower Egypt. 

° The division of Egypt would be brought to an end by king 
Khasekhemwy (v.i.) 


10 Neferkasokar (“the beautiful soul of Sokar is complete’) plays an 
important role in a papyrus (originating from the Middle Kingdom): 
“The Book of the Temple.” The papyrus gives instructions on how to 
build temples and how temple priests should perform their tasks. 


“The Book of the Temple” 

The papyrus also includes a story that royal scribes under the 
supervision of prince Djedefhor had discovered an old document in a 
forgotten chamber, which was sealed by king Neferkasokar. The 
discovered papyrus contained a report of a famine that affected Egypt 
for seven years and king Neferkasokar was instructed by a celestial 
oracle through a dream to restore all Egyptian temples. When the king 
finished his mission successfully, the Nile started flowing normally 
again. As a result, Neferkasokar issues a decree which is rediscovered by 
prince Djedefhor. 


" Neferkasokar is also thought to have ruled in Lower Egypt 
around the same time that kings such as Peribsen and Sekhemib- 
Perenmaat ruled in Upper Egypt—infer. At that time Egypt was 
divided into two parts: 

The Hidden God 
The theory of a divided realm since the end of king Nynetjer’s reign is 
based on a study of the name of king Peribsen, whose name is connected 
to the Ombite deity Seth (“the Hidden God”) to show that he came from 
the Citadel of Seth, known to the Greeks as Ombos—a very ancient 

“lost” city of several thousand inhabitants dedicated to Sebek 

(Suchos)—the crocodile god and to Haroeris—the falcon-headed god. 

Peribsen himself is contemporaneously documented in materials found in 

the Thinite region, but was excluded from documentation associated with 

the Memphites. 


ie “Hudjefa” (“Séséchris”) is not a conventional personal name: 
“Hudjefa” means “erased” and might reveal that the king’s name was 
unreadable when ‘the scribe’ tried to compile ‘the king list’: (This was 
the case of king Peribsen, whose birth name was banished from 
Ramesside king lists). It is thought that a scribe simply noted “erased,” 
but then erroneously put the word into a cartouche, thus making it look 
like a personal name: (Later scribes and students of Egyptian history 
misinterpreted the arrangement and adopted it into their documents as 
a king’s name). 13 Tt is said that his body had a measurement of “five 
cubits in its height and three hands in its breadth”: No burial site for 
Hudjefa I has ever been found. 

be Hudjefa I might be identical with king Seth-Peribsen. It is likely 
that if any conflict did occur during this period, it was eventually settled 
by Khasekhemwy, the last king of the dynasty, though, perhaps not 
without compromise (together with no small amount of bloody 
conflict). 14 His serekh (a palace facade containing his name) is 


both the Jackal of Seth and the Falcon of Horus. 
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serekh (a palace facade containing his name) is 
surmounted by both the Jackal of Seth and the Falcon of Horus. 
oe By the 3 Dynasty, all of the kings reverted back to the Horus 
title. Hudjefa I was the immediate successor of king Neferkasokar and 
the predecessor of king Khasekhemwy (Bebty Djadjay) (v.s.). 


16 Nubnefer and Nefernub (“beautiful gold’) is only attested by a 
few fragments of pottery found on two black stone vessel fragments in 
the step pyramid of 3 Dynasty king Djoser (q.v.) at the necropolis at 
the necropolis of Sakkara, which reference a building called “Menti- 
Ankh” (“life may endure’). 7 As his name is presented with royal 
titles, it is ‘assumed’ to be for a pharaoh; and, as it is only found in the 
Saqqara region... it may be indicative that Nubnefer’s realm was also 
limited to the north of Egypt, while, the south was ruled by another 
king—perhaps Seth Peribsen. 


The Last Kings of the 2"' Dynasty 
Horus Sekhemib / Seth Peribsen 


8. | Horus Sekhemib Perenmaat is another mysterious sovereign of 
the 2™ Dynasty. ? There is no monument which can be assigned to him 
in Abydos, Saqqara or in any other place of Egypt. 

3 Sekhemib (“Powerful in Heart”)—a poorly attested king ascended 
the throne; 3 however, for the first time since the beginning of the 1* 
Dynasty, he specifically broke from tradition, associating his name with 
Seth rather than Horus, as was traditional for the name of a pharaohic 
king. Horus Sekhemib and Seth Peribsen was the same person: * His 
name was changed from Sekhemib to Seth-Peribsen (Peribsen meaning 
“Hope of all Hearts’). ® Another possibility could be that Peribsen 
changed his name from Seth Peribsen to Horus Sekhemib: (There is 
no proof, neither in favour nor contra, this theory). 

5 Sekhemib / Peribsen was a heretic who sought to introduce a new, 
monotheistic state religion to Egypt, with “the desert god” as the only 
worshipped god, and suffered an early damnatio memoriae for the 
choice of Seth as his tutelary god. ® Even though Seth-Peribsen was 
considered a legitimate king by later generations of ancient Egyptians, 
it is clear that the followers of Horus (at least in relationship to the 
followers of Seth) dominated Egyptian history. 

10 Tf indeed the struggle was originally not between two gods... but, 
rather, mortal men under the leadership of ancient kings, two things 
seem clear: 

a) During the early dynasties, Seth (as a god) was not seen to be 

nearly as sinister as in later times. 

b) However, as time passed and the worship of Horus and his 
association with the “kingship” grew ever stronger, the attributes 
of Seth suffered. 

1! We know Seth today as a god of confusion, the spirit of disorder 
and the personification of violence, as well as bad faith. ? Yet in the 
Egyptian spirit of balance and duality, he was a necessary component 
of their religion. 


ie Apparently, the rivalry between Upper and Lower Egypt sparked a 
period of internal unrest within the country, when, seemingly, the 
followers of Seth gained an upper hand that would take at least some 
hold on the country through the end of this Dynasty. 14 Most of the 1° 
and early-2"! Dynasty kings are better attested to in the north of Egypt, 
while the later kings of the 2" Dynasty are better known from the 
south. 7° Notwithstanding, some argue that the reign of Seth Peribsen 
was not nearly as violent as we might believe, and that his name change 
was more politically motivated in order to assure peace. 71 Others see it 
as a period when Upper and Lower Egypt may have simply separated 
due to the difficulties in administering such a large state. 

“The one of Ombos (Seth) has handed over the two realms to his 
son, the King of Upper and Lower Egypt, Peribsen.” 


2 Seth Peribsen apparently built a fairly small tomb (tomb P) at 
Abydos with a burial chamber lined with mudbrick, of which only the 
substructure survives. As might be expected, there has been no tomb 


of his found at Saqqara, were many of the 1“ Dynasty kings were 
buried. 


Horus-Seth Khasekhemwi 


4 Khasekhemwi (Nebwyhetepimyef) son of Sened was the last 
king of the 2! Dynasty. 5 He probably came to power as Horus 
Khasekhem (“Horus, the powerful one appears”) and may initially 
only have ruled part of the country. 26 Somewhere during his reign, he 
changed his titulary to Horus-Seth Khasekhemwi (“Horus and Set, 
the two powerful ones appear’), most likely hinting at a reunification 
of the country after it had been divided following the reign of Horus 
Ninetjer earlier in the 2" Dynasty. 

fe Having come to power using a “Horus Name,” it has often been 
assumed that his opponent, the king he had to defeat in order to reunite 
the country, was Seth Peribsen, whose titulary indeed does distinguish 
him... for the Horus-kings, perhaps even of ‘the’ Horus-king who ruled 
the other part of Egypt. 

fe Khasekhemwy undertook considerable building projects upon the 
reunification of Egypt. 2° He built in stone at el-Kab, Hierakonpolis 
and Abydos. 9 He built a unique, as well as huge, tomb at Abydos— 
the last such royal tomb built in that necropolis (Tomb V). 3! Both 
Peribsen and Khasekhemwi were buried at the royal necropolis of 
Umm el-Qa’ab—a possible indication that both kings had their initial 
power base in the south of the country: 31 Khasekhemwi was the last 
king buried thereat, albeit slightly off to the south-west of the tombs of 
the 1‘' Dynasty. ae large funerary enclosure (now known as Shunet 
ez-Zebib), was built at some distance near Khasekhemwi’s “Tomb V.” 
33 Built in brick stones, it is believed to have been intended for the 
king’s funerary cult. 34 Several discoveries at-or-near this tomb date to 
the reign of Netjerikhet, confirming the identity of Khasekhemwi’s 
successor. 


Nimaethap 


es Nimaethap daughter of Peribsen was the wife of Khasekhemwy 
son of Neferkasokar son of Senedj ‘and’ of Nebwyhetepimyef son of 
Sened father of Djoser Netjerikheth of Egypt, who built his tomb and 
was buried at Mount Horeb Temple in Sinai. 36 She was the mother of 
Djoser Netjerikhet, a daughter of Khasekhemwy wife of Sankhte, 
Khenenre and Hetephernebti. 

37 Seal impressions bearing the name of Queen Nimaethap were 
found in Khasekhemwi’s tomb, making it likely that she was his wife. 
ee During the reign of Netjerikhet, she also bare the title “King’s 
Mother,” thus establishing that she was Netjerikhet’s mother. » She 
may have been the mother of queen Hetephernebti, in which case 
Netjerikhet would have been married to his full sister. 


The 2" Dynasty lasted about 120-to-150 years. 


Old Kingdom 
The 3™ Dynasty 


Hetephernebti was a queen of the third dynasty of ancient Egypt. She 
was the only known wife of Pharaoh Djoser. Among her titles were 
“one who sees Horus” and “great of scepter,” both common for 
important queens in this period, also, she was called “King's Daughter,” 
which means she was possibly a daughter of Djoser’s predecessor 
Khasekhemwy, thus a sister or half-sister of her husband. 


Daughter of Khasekhemwy, Pharaoh of Egypt and Nimaethap, Queen 
of Egypt 

Wife of Djoser Netjerikhet, Pharaoh of Egypt 

Mother of Sekhemkhet, Pharaoh of Egypt; Inedkaes do Egito; Sanakhte 
Djoser-Teti; Niankh-Hathor . .; Sethka-Re; Ankhtes and Huni “The 
Smiter,” Pharaoh of Egypt and others 


The 3" Dynasty lasted about 75 years. 
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Azupirana—the Kishite High Priestess of Uruk 


9 


:Darcy-John:Bouchard 
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The following information is based on the Palermo stone, a stela made 
of black schist that lists the kings from Narmer (1st Dynasty) up to king 
Neferirkare (6th Dynasty): Additionally, the stone lists the mother of 
each king. 


Cairo stone fragment 


The Saqqara Tablet is an ancient stone engraving surviving from the 
Ramesside Period of Egypt which features a list of fifty-eight kings, 
from Anedjib and Qa'a (1st Dynasty) to Ramesses II (19th Dynasty), in 
reverse chronological order, omitting “rulers from the Second 
Intermediate Period, the Hyksos, and those rulers... who had been close 
to the heretic Akhenaten.” 


The names (each surrounded by a border known as a cartouche), of 
which only forty-seven survive, are badly damaged. As with other 
Egyptian king lists, the Saqqara Tablet omits certain kings and entire 
dynasties. The list counts backward from Ramesses II to the mid-point 
of the First Dynasty, except for the 11th and 12th Dynasties, which are 
reversed. 


I am presuming that the Royal Canon of Turin may be based on 3 
quadrimester of 3 X 4 months or tierce 1/3rd year periods 


The Horus name is the oldest form of the pharaoh’s name, 
originating in prehistoric Egypt. Many of the oldest-known Egyptian 
pharaohs were known only by this title. The Horus name was usually 
written in a serekh, a representation of a palace facade. The name of the 
pharaoh was written in hieroglyphs inside this representation of a 
palace. Typically an image of the falcon god Horus was perched on top 
of or beside it. 

At least one Egyptian ruler, the 2nd Dynasty pharaoh Seth-Peribsen, 
used an image of the god Set instead of Horus, perhaps signifying an 
internal religious division within the country. He was succeeded by 
Khasekhemwy, who placed the symbols of both Set and Horus above 
his name. Thereafter, the image of Horus always appeared alongside 
the name of the pharaoh. 

By the time of the New Kingdom, the Horus name was often written 
without the enclosing serekh. 


The Nebty name (lit. “two ladies”) was associated with the so-called 
“heraldic” goddesses of Upper and Lower Egypt: 

Nekhbet, patron deity of Upper Egypt, represented by a vulture, and 

Wadjet, patron deity of Lower Egypt, represented by a cobra. 


The name is first definitively used by the 1st Dynasty pharaoh 
Semerkhet, though it only became a fully independent title by the 12th 
Dynasty. 

This particular name was not typically framed by a cartouche or 
serekh, but always begins with the hieroglyphs of a vulture and cobra 
resting upon two baskets, the dual noun “nebty.” 


Also known as the Golden Horus name, this form of the pharaoh's 
name typically featured the image of a Horus falcon perched above or 
beside the hieroglyph for gold. 

The meaning of this particular title has been disputed. One belief is 
that it represents the triumph of Horus over his uncle Seth, as the 
symbol for gold can be taken to mean that Horus was "superior to his 
foes". Gold also was strongly associated in the ancient Egyptian mind 
with eternity, so this may have been intended to convey the pharaoh’s 
eternal Horus name. 

Similar to the Nebty name, this particular name typically was not 
framed by a cartouche or serekh. 


The pharaoh’s throne name, the first of the two names written 
inside a cartouche, usually accompanied the title nsw-bity (nsw(t)- 
bjt(j)), traditionally interpreted as “[He] of sedge [and] bee” and often 
translated for convenience as “King of Upper and of Lower Egypt.” 
(The sedge and the bee symbolized Upper and Lower Egypt, 
respectively, although recent research has thrown this interpretation 
into doubt.) 

The epithet nb twy, “Lord of the Two Lands,” referring to the valley 
and delta regions of Egypt, often occurs as well. 


The personal name (nomen) was the name given at birth. The name 
itself was preceded by the title “Son of Ra,” written with the hieroglyph 
of a duck (za), a homonym for the word meaning “son” (za), adjacent 
to an image of the sun, a hieroglyph for the chief solar deity Ra. It was 
first introduced to the set of royal titles in the 4th Dynasty and 
emphasizes the king's role as a representative of the solar god Ra. For 
women who became pharaoh, the preceding title was interpreted as 
“daughter” also. 


The experts tell us that the Egyptian civil year had 365 days - 3 seasons 
(Akhet, Peret, Shemu), 4 months each with 30 days per month. To this, 
they added 5 additional epagomenal days. Since the actual orbit of the 
earth around the sun takes 365 and about a quarter days, this calendar 
falls behind by one day every four years. Nowadays, we correct this by 
adding an extra day every four years in a “leap year.” However, if no 
calendar corrections are made, such a year would soon create 
significant problems (the experts say.) How the Egyptians dealt with 
this was a matter of some conjecture, and it was finally decided that 
they corrected their calendar every 1460 years at the time of the 
heliacal rising of Sirius. 
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Onomastikon Communis Originis 


Ovopaotiky KOlVy TpoOéAEvoN 


Anubis represents Sirius A—the Dog Star, brightest star in the sky besides our sun. Orion’s belt points directly at it, 


so it’s easy to locate: 


it’s truly exquisite as it flashes red, white, and blue from the atmospheric distortion. The ancient 


Egyptians aligned their pyramids and temples to the north because they believed their “pharaohs became stars in the 
northern sky after they died.” With precision and an eye to the sky, the great builders of the Giza pyramids replicated 


Orion’s belt on the sands of Egypt. 


Predynastic Rulers of Ancient Egypt 


Honey Queens of Dynasty 00—Lower Egypt 
(ca. 3500-3100 BC) 


1. ' These are the mythological and legendary rulers of the late- 
pottery Neolithic Naqada II culture in the Delta Lightlands of 
Buto (Tarchan, Tura Tarjan, and Naqada I1)—a rival dynasty to 
that of the rulers of Thinis, 150 years before those southern kings 
conquered Lower Egypt to establish the 1‘ Dynasty (of Ancient 
Egypt). 

Hedju Hor (“the maces of Horus’) was first of the controversial 
Honey Queens of the “Land of the Bee”—ruler of a small proto-state 
of the pre-dynastic era. 3 She was succeeded by Ny-Hor “the Hunter” 
[ 


] > Hsekiu (Seka) was the fourth queen to rule Lower Egypt, and 
Khayu ruled thereafter. ° Hsekiu preceded Tiu (Teyew)—and Thesh 
(Tjesh or Tesh) ruled after Tiu—her being succeeded by Neheb... and 
Neheb was followed by Wazner (Wazenez, Wadjenedj and possibly 
Wenegbu), who reigned ca. 3180 BC. 

th pottery shard attributed to Hat Hor (or Hor-Hat) was found at 
Tura (ca. 3250 BC)... and another shard was found in tomb 1702 of the 
necropolis of Tarkhan. 


8 Wazner was succeeded by Mekh and Mekh preceded an unknown 
queen (of the 32" century BC at Naqada III). ° These were followed 
by Double Falcon (possibly Dju and/or Nebwy)—High Priestesses of 
the spider-goddess Ka-Neith of Zau, who reigned alongside the 
Thinite, king Scorpion I of Upper Egypt. 

10 Wash was the last ruler of Lower Egypt, being made to kneel 
before Narmer “the Harpooner” (q.v.), who came from out of the 
“red desert lands” to the northwest of Wadi Tushka and smote her. 


Honey Queens of Dynasty 00—Upper Egypt 
(ca. 3300-3100 BC) 


Centuries of conquest had reduced Upper Egypt to three major states: 
Thinis, Nagada III, and Nekhen—the City of the Hawk. Sandwiched between 
Thinis and Nekhen, Naqada was the first to fall. Thinis then conquered Lower 
Egypt. Nekhen’s relationship with Thinis is uncertain, but these two states may 
have merged peacefully, with the Thinite royal family ruling all of Egypt. The 
Thinite kings were buried at Abydos in the Umm el-Qa'ab cemetery (in Upper 


Egypt). 

'! These are the mythological and legendary rulers of the late- 
pottery Neolithic Naqada III culture in the southern Lands of the 
Papyrus Reeds viz. Upper Egypt. 

a Finger Snail was first “queen of the south”; she was succeeded by 
Fish (ca. 3300 Bc). 3 Fish preceded Pen-Abu “the Elephant”—who 
ruled far to the south of Lake Nasser, at Qustul, on the “Sudan” 
borderland of Lower Nubia. Stork succeeded her—and she preceded 
“Ure Cow” (erroneously called “Bull’’), who ruled ca. 3250 BC. 

8 Scorpion I—High Priestess of the scorpion-goddess Serqet— 
the sister of the crocodile-god, Lord Sobek of Faiyi, and Aapepi, the 
underworld demon-serpent: '4 These three all being the children of 
Neith and Khnum, who fashioned the first people upon his “potter’s 
wheel” out of red clay from the Nile. 


Lady Bastet of the East 

Scorpion I ruled over the Delta Lightlands whence the twin cities of 
Pe and Dep merged as one city, named Per-Wadjet (called Buto by the 
Greeks) and also called Per-Bast (Biblical “Pi-Beseth”), whereat the 
blue-green cobra goddess of the moon was worshipped at the former 
and, at the later, the sharp-clawed lioness Mau, called Bast, was 
worshipped. Lady Bastet of the East lived in the “fruitful ished (or 
sacred persea) tree of eternal life and knowledge” in the time of her 
killing the vile snake-god Apophis (Apep), which threatens the world 
and divine order with chaos and destruction. 


Predynastic Scorpion Kings of Dynasty 0 
(ca. 3200-3000 BC) 


Royal dynasties were founded in early times by royal mothers, not by 
inheritance from father-to-son. Most Egyptologists consider Narmer to be both 
the last king of this period and the first king of the 1*' Dynasty. He was possibly 
preceded in some parts of Upper Egypt by Crocodile, Iry-Hor, Ka, and perhaps 
by Scorpion I. Hierakonpolis (Nekhen) was the religious and political capital 
of Upper Egypt at the end of prehistoric Egypt (ca. 3200-3100 BC) and, probably, 
also during the Early Dynastic Period (ca. 3100-2686 BC). 


'S Try-Hor or Ro is the earliest-living historical person known by 
name. '° He ruled from the “Red Mound” of Hierakonpolis (Nekhen) 
over Abydos and the wider Thinite region, also controlling parts of the 
Nile Delta—as far north as the “White Walls” of Memphis. 7 He was 
buried in the royal cemetery of Umm el-Qa'ab near Ka, Narmer and 
the First Dynasty kings. '* King Crocodile, called Shendjw (“the 
Subduer”)—a local king who ruled the region of Tarkhan during the 
late-Nagada III epoch succeeded Iry-Hor... was succeeded by Ka 
Sekhen, who ruled over Thinis in the first half of the 32"¢ century 
BC: He was also buried at Umm el-Qa'ab. 

1 At the time of Nomarch Scorpion II, called Selk and/or Weha, 
“whose breath was poison” insomuch as “he uttered commands of 
storms” (i.e., “calling for war”), Egypt was thus divided into several 
minor kingdoms that were fighting each other. 20 Tt is conjectured that 
Narmer (v.i.) conquered the realms of Ka and Scorpion II, thus 
unifying the whole of Egypt for the first time. 71 Prior to this, Egyptians 
fostered an amicable relationship with Mesopotamia, but the influence 
decreased as Egypt began fostering an independent culture. 2 The 
relationship between Egypt and its trade colonies in Canaan, which 
“began around the end of the 5" millennium,” came to a conclusion 
during the 2"! Dynasty, whence it ceased altogether. 

3 The exact burial place of Scorpion IT is unknown. 


The nature of Ancient Egypt’s military presence in Canaan 

Tel El Sakan (dating to a period prior to the Egyptian military 
domination of the Levant, between 3500-2350 BC) was an important 
ancient Canaanite/Egyptian maritime settlement—a walled port city 
situated at the mouth of the HaBezor Stream on the Mediterranean coast 
where it is called Wadi Ghazzeh, in Gaza strip, during the Early Bronze 
Age, whence the major sites of southwestern Canaan reached their 
greatest prosperity. Its geographical situation endowed it with a position 
of importance at the crossroads on the land-based trade routes to 
Arabia, the Egyptian empire to the south and the Canaan region to the 
north. 


Rulers of the Early Dynastic Period 
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south and the Canaan region to the north. 


The Early Dynastic Period of Ancient Egypt 
\ me 


. The Unification of Upper Egypt (White 


5 t s 
The Scorpion Kings of the 1° Memphite Dynasty 
(ca. 3100-2890 BC) 
Mark: Until the end of the 1‘ Dynasty, it was a tradition that the family and 
court of the king committed suicide (or were killed) and were then buried 
alongside the ruler in his necropolis. 


Neithhotep was the last of the Honey Queens—Narmer took her for a wife 
and sired a son of her, named Aha. Aha took Khenthap for a wife—and of her 
sired a son, named Djer. Djer took Nakhtneith for a wife—and of her sired a 
son, named Djet, and a daughter, named Merneith. Djet took his sister Merneith 
for a wife—and of her sired a son, named Den. Den took Seshemetka for a 
wife—and of her sired a son, named Andjib. Andjib took Betrest for a wife—and 
of her sired a son, named Semerkhet... and Semerkhet was the father of Qa'a by 
an unknown woman. These eight were the last of the Scorpion Kings. 

After the death of Qa'a, two ephemeral rulers, named Sneferka and Horus 
Bird, skirmished for the kingship. Thus the 1*' Dynasty came to its conclusion. 

2. ' Queen Neithhotep (“Neith is satisfied”)—Foremost of the Women 
and Consort of the Two Ladies—is the earliest known non-mythical 
“banféinni” (< Celtic, “female warrior-huntress’’) in history. ” She 
was the wife of king Narmer and mother-wife of king Hor-Ah 
(q.v.), who started the 1* Dynasty. 3 She was buried in a huge 
mastaba made of hardened mudbricks which is now completely 
destroyed due to time-conditional erosion. 4 The choice of place for 
the tomb may indicate that Neithhotep had connections to the ruling 
elite of a power centre based at Naqada, rather than coming from 
Lower Egypt. 
> Narmer the “flying catfish,” ” successor to the Protodynastic king 

Ka, was the first of the Scorpion Kings of Upper Egypt—the unifier 

of Egypt and founder of the 1‘ Dynasty: (The radiocarbon dating 

commonly given for Narmer’s reign is ca. 3273-2987 BC). ° Narmer’s 
tomb at Umm el-Qa'ab (near Abydos in Upper Egypt) consists of two 
joined chambers lined in mud brick—it is located next to the tombs of 

Ka, who ruled Upper Egypt just before Narmer, and Hor-Aha, was his 

immediate successor. 

7 After the death of Narmer, Neithhotep married Grand Vizier 
Rekhit, and’ she reigned during the interregnum until her child Hor- 
Aha (Aha; Horus Aha “the Fighter”) son of Narmer was able take the 
rule away from his mother and her lover: 8 His nomen (i.e., “second 
personal name”) was Kenkenes. * Hor-Aha’s chief wife was Berner-Ib 
(“sweet of heart”)—and she was buried at Umm el-Qa'ab. 1 Hor-Aha 
also had another wife, Khenet-Hapi (“musician of Hapi”), with whom 
he became father of Djer. 

"! In the “Year of smiting of Ta-Sety,” Hor-Aha led an expedition 
against the Nubians. ue During Hor-Aha’s reign, a gradual replacement 
of long-distance trade between Egypt and its eastern neighbors of the 
Southern Levant was in decline. 

” Hor-Aha’s tomb (in the necropolis of Umm el-Qa'ab) was made 
of timber imported from Palestine, its walls being lined with mud 
bricks. 3 A striking innovation of Hor-Aha’s tomb is the earliest 
known “retainer sacrifices” in Egypt—as members of the royal 
household were buried with the king to assist the ruler in the afterlife: 
4 tt’s unclear if they were killed or compelled to commit suicide. 15 
Among those buried were servants, dwarfs, women and even dogs. 16 a 
total of 36 subsidiary burials were laid out in three parallel rows north- 
east of Hor-Aha’s main chambers. '7 As a symbol of royalty Hor-Aha 
was even given a group of young lions. 


= Djer (Zer; Sekhty) (“Horus who succours”) Athothis (Itit, Iterty, 
Iteti) reigned for 41 complete-or-partial years—his regency was 
preceded by Neithhotep—his mother (if he was sired by Hor-Aha son 


“ Parexocoetus mento is a species of flying fish from the family of marine 
fish Exocoetidae in the order Beloniformes class Actinopterygii. About 
64 species are grouped in seven-to-nine genera, which are found in the 
Indo-pacific region and which has colonized the eastern Mediterranean. 


Crown) and Lower Egypt (Red Crown) 


of Narmer) and/or grandmother (if he was sired by Narmer). _ Djer 
was buried in the Umm el-Qa'ab necropolis: His tomb (tomb O) 
contained the remains of 318 retainers who were buried with him. 

20 Women associated with queens were buried in subsidiary tombs 
near him: These ‘wives’ carried royal titles, such as “great one of the 
hetes-sceptre’; “she who sees Horus”; “she who carries Horus’; “she 
who carries Seth.” 7! Four of these women were (as follows): 

a) Nakhtneith (“the strength of Neith’”) 

b) Herneith (“the face of Neith”)—a controversial queen who may 
be the mother of Den: (It is commonly believed that Merneith was 
his mother). 

# Hereith may have held the titles of “The First One” and 
“Consort of the Two Lords.” “ A mudbrick mastaba in Saqqara 
(tomb $3507) is thought to belong to her—as inscriptions on vases 
found in the tomb mention Djer, Den and Qa’a. 1G However, a 
pyramid-like mound was found within the structure, covered with 
brick—a combination of Northern (mastaba) and Southern (grave 
mound) tomb architecture. 

c) Seshemetka was the mother of Anedjib: She was buried near 
Djer’s funerary complex in Umm el-Qa’'ab. 

d) Penebui (“the seat of the two lords”) was cultic priestess who 
presided over human sacrifices— # which have been preserved in 
depictions of women of lower rank being killed by wounds to their 
foreheads pouring forth fountains of blood. tit Her title was that of 
Ma'a-heru (“she who sees Horus’’). 

* She died violently due decapitation. 


21 Djer fathered Merneith, wife of Djet Uenéphes, her brother, and 
mother of Den. 


2 After 45 days of interregnum, Djet (“the cobra of Horus’) (also 
known as Wadj, Zet, and Uadji) reigned 10 years. me Djet’s queen was 
his sister Merneith (“beloved by Neith”) (Merit-neith, Meryt-Neith) 
great-granddaughter of Narmer, who ruled in her own right after his 
death. 74 Merneith may have been the first female pharaoh and the 
earliest queen regnant in recorded history: Her rule occurred around 
2950 BC for an undetermined period. 7> There is a possibility that a 
woman known as Ahaneith was also one of his wives: (Whether 
Ahaneith was the wife of the king, a royal official or a relative of the 
king, is not known). 

26 The official Amka began his career as manager of the “Hor- 
sekhenti-dju” estate in the last years of the reign of Djer, continuing 
through the reign of Djet and ending in the first years of the reign of 
Den, achieving the rank of mortuary priest about the time that 
Merneith was regent. 

27 Other senior officials under Djet were Sekhemkasedj and Setka. 

ae Djet sired a son of Merneith, whose name was Den—and their 
grandson was Anedjib. ?° Her tomb at Saqqara contained a large 
underground chamber, lined with mud bricks, which was surrounded 
by rows of small satellite burials, with at least 40 subsidiary graves for 
servants. 7? Concealed within the normal rectangular palace facade 
mastaba of Merneith’s tomb is the base of a stepped structure, a 
juxtaposition of two different methods of building: It is indicative of the 
fusion of Northern and Southern styles that was to lead, ultimately, to 
the Step Pyramid and/or influencing the design of other 3" Dynasty 
structures. 


3. ' Den (Hor-Den; Dewen; Udimu) (“he who brings the water’) 
Otsaphaidos brought prosperity to his realm and numerous 
innovations are attributed to his reign: He was the first to use the 
title “King of Upper and Lower Egypt,” and the first depicted as 
wearing the double crown (red and white). His birth name was 
Khasty (“he of the two deserts”)—in reference to the eastern and 
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the western deserts—both the “red lands” surrounding Lower and 

Upper Egypt like protective shields. 

Den’s wives were the queens Semat, Seshemet-ka, Serethor, and, 
possibly, Qaineit: Their royal titles were “great one of the hetes- 
sceptre” and “she who sees Horus.” He also had numerous sons and 
daughters; his possible successors as king could have been Anedjib 
and Semerkhet. 

At the very beginning of his reign, Den was too young to rule 
himself and had to share the throne with his mother Meritneith—her 
reigning as a regent or de facto pharaoh (for 22 years): Therefore, she 
was rewarded with her own tomb of royal dimensions and with her own 
mortuary cult. Thereafter, he reigned 20 years. 

Den was interred within a tomb (Tomb T) in the Umm El Qa'ab 
area of Abydos, which is among the largest and most finely-built of 
the tombs in this area, and is the first to feature a staircase and a floor 
made of granite: (As at Catalhéyiik—a very large Neo-Chalcolithic 
proto-city settlement in southern Anatolia, which flourished around 
7000 BC, earlier kings being filled directly above from their roofs). 

Tomb T is also the first tomb to include architectural elements 
made of stone rather than mud-brick—and is surrounded by the 
burial sites of 136 men and women—human sacrifices which were 
strangled in expectation of them serving in the afterlife. Subsidiary 
tombs and palatial mastabas at Sakkara belonged to high officials such 
as Ipka, Ankh-ka, Hemaka, Nebitka, Amka, Iny-ka and Ka-Za— 
and in a subsidiary tomb at Den’s necropolis, the rare stela of a dwarf 
named Ser-Inpu was found. 

Anedjib (Adjib; Hor-Anedjib; Hor-Adjib; Enezib) (“safe is his 
heart”) Miebidés reigned 26 years (i.e., ~74+ quadrimester of 3 X 4 
months or tierce 1/3rd years) 

Note Egyptologists mistake the duration of 26 solar years for the 
quadrimester period—and only attribute a 8-to-10 year reign to him). 
Adjib was possibly married to a woman named Betrest (Batyires; 

Batires) (“motherhood is her companion’’): She is said to have been the 
mother of Semerkhet (v.i.)}—him being sired by Den (who was, no 
doubt, her father). 

Adjib’s tomb (“Tomb X”) at Abydos is simply divided by a cut-off 
wall into two rooms and surrounded by 64 subsidiary tombs of family 
and courtiers—who either committed suicide or were killed so as to 
follow after the king and serve him in the afterlife. Betrest/Seret, 
whom enjoyed a privileged status during this king’s reign, was buried 
in the necropolis of King Den at Abydos—indeed, only queens and 
royal mothers were allowed to be buried so close to the king. 


Semerkhet (Greek form: Semempsés; “companion of the divine 
community” or “a thoughtful friend’) Irinetjer (“divine guardian’), or 
Semenptah, was the first Egyptian ruler with a fully developed Nebty 
name (q.v.).* 

This ruler became known through a tragic legend handed down by 
the historian Manetho, who reported that a calamity of some sort 
occurred during Semerkhet’s 18 year reign (i.e., 6 quadrimester of 3 X 
4 months or tierce 1/3rd years), whilst the Royal Canon of Turin credits 
him with an implausibly long reign of 72 years: Historians now 
consider both statements as exaggerations and credit Semerkhet with a 
reign of 8% years. The archaeological records, though, seem to support 
the view that Semerkhet had a difficult time as king and some early 
archaeologists questioned the legitimacy of Semerkhet's succession to 
the Egyptian throne. 

Virtually nothing is known about Semerkhet’s family. His parents 
are unknown, but it is thought that one of his predecessors, king Den, 
might have been his father: Possibly, Semerkhet was born to queen 
Betrest. On the Cairo Stone she is described as his mother, but 
definite evidence for that view has not yet been found. It would be 
expected that Semerkhet had sons and daughters, but their names have 
not been preserved in the historical record. A candidate as a possible 
member of his family line is his immediate successor, King Qa'a. 

Furthermore, they point out that no high official and priest associated 
with Semerkhet was found at Sakkara. 

Semerkhet’s burial site at Abydos (“Tomb U”) is of simple 
construction—and the king’s mastaba once covered the whole of the 
67 subsidiary tombs. This architectural development is thought of as 
proof that the royal family and household were killed willingly when 


their royal family head had died: Semerkhet, as the godlike king, tried 
to demonstrate his power over the death and life of his servants and 
family members even in their afterlife. The tradition of burying the 
family and court of the king when he died was abandoned at the time of 
King Qa'a, one of the last rulers of the 1** Dynasty. The tombs of 2"4 
Dynasty founder, Hotepsekhemwy, onward have no subsidiary tombs. 
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Timeline of Ancient Egypt 


Greek Dynasty- (332 - 30 B.C.) 

Persian Period II - (342 - 332 B.C.) 

Late Period II - (425 - 342 B.C.) 

Persian Period I - (517 - 425 B.C.) 

Late Period I - (1069 - 517 B.C.) 

New Kingdom -(1550 - 1069 B.C.E.) 
Intermediate Period II - (1650 - 1550 B.C.) 
Middle Kingdom - (2125 - 1650 B.C.) 
Intermediate Period I -(2181 - 2125 B.C.) 
Old Kingdom - (3100 - 2181 B.C.) 
Archaic Period - (3414 - 3100 B.C.) 
Predynastic Period - (5464 - 3414 B.C.) 


List of Egyptian Kings 


EARLY DYNASTIC PERIOD 


1st Dynasty (8050 - 2890) 


Little actual history is known of the pharaohs of the early 
dynasties. Their monuments, however, are some of the 
most studied artifacts in the world. 


Horus Aha 
Djer (Itit) 
Djet (Wadj) 
Den (Udimu) 
Anedjib 
Semerkhet 
Qa'a 


2nd Dynasty (3890-2686) 


Hetepsekhemwy (Hotepsekhemwy) 
Reneb (Nebra) 

Ninetjer (Nynetjer) 

Peribsen (Seth-Peribsen) 
Khasekhemwy 


OLD KINGDOM 


The age of the Pyramid. The pyramids of Giza and 
Dahshur are built during this period. 


3rd Dynasty 


Sanakhte (Nebka) 2650 - 2630 
Netjerykhet (Djoser) 2630 - 2611 
Sekhemkhet (Djoser Teti) 2611 - 2603 
Khaba 2603 - 2599 

Huni 2599 - 2575 


4th Dynasty 


Snefru 2575 - 2551 

Khufu (Cheops) 2551 - 2528 
Djedefre 2528 - 2520 

Khafre (Chephren) 2520 - 2494 
Menkaure (Mycerinus) 2490 - 2472 
Shepseskaf 2472 - 2467 


5th Dynasty 


Userkaf 2465 - 2458 

Sahure 2458 - 2446 
Neferirkare Kakai 2477-2467 
Shepseskare Ini 2426 - 2419 
Neferefre 2419 - 2416 
Niuserre |zi 2453 - 2422 
Menkauhor 2422 - 2414 
Djedkare Izezi 2388 - 2356 
Unas 2375-2345 


6th Dynasty 


Teti 2345 - 2333 

Pepy | (Meryre) 2332 - 2283 
Merenre Nemtyemzaf 2283 2278 
Pepy II (Neferkara) 2278 - 2184 


FIRST INTERMEDIATE PERIOD 


This was a very troubled time. There was a breakdown of 
centralized government, with many kings having 
overlapping reigns. Montuhotep established order from his 
capital at Thebes. 


7th and 8th Dynasties (2150 - 
2135) 


Netrikare 
Menkare 
Neferkara II 
Neferkara III 
Djedkare II 
Neferkara IV 
Merenhor 
Menkamin | 
Nikare 
Neferkara V 
Neferkahor 
Neferkara VI 
Neferkamin II 
Ibi | 
Neferkaure 
Neferkauhor 
Neferirkare II 


Attested Kings about whom nothing more is known 


Wadjkare 
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Sekhemkare 


9th and 10th Dynasties (2135 - 
1986) 


Neferkara 

several kings named Kheti 

Meri-Hathor (?) 

Merikare 11th Dynasty 

Inyotef | (Sehertawy) 2134 - 2117 

Inyotef Il (Wahankh) 2117-2069 

Inyotef III (Nakhtnebtepnefer) 2069 - 2060 


MIDDLE KINGDOM 


This period is marked with foreign trade and enormous 
building projects. There is a refinement in the making of 
jewelry. Prosperity and renaissance existed for a long 
period of time, but eventually, internal problems become 
apparent. 


11th Dynasty 


Mentuhotep II 2055 -2004 
Mentuhotep III (Sankhkare) 2004 - 1992 
Mentuhotep IV (Nebtawyre) 1992 - 1987 


12th Dynasty 


Amenemhet | (Sehetepibre) 1991 - 1962 
Senusret | (Kheperkare) 1956 - 1911 
Amenemhet II (Nubkaure) 1911 - 1877 
Senusret II (Khakheperre) 1877 - 1870 
Senusret III (Khakaure) 1836 - 1817 
Amenemhet III (Nimaatre) 1817 - 1772 
Amenemhet IV (Maakherure) 1772 - 1763 
Neferusobek (Sobekkare) 1763 - 1759 


—. 
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Bebankh 
Nebmaatre 
Nikare II 
Aahotepre 
Aaneterire 
Nubankhre 
Nubuserre 
Khauserre 
Khamure 
Jacob-Baal 
Yakbam 
Yoam 
Amu, ... 


17th Dynasty 


Antef V 

Rahotep 
Sobekemzaf | 
Djehuti 

Mentuhotep VII 
Nebirau | 

Nebirau II 
Semenenre 
Suserenre 
Sobekemzaf II 
Antef VI 

Antef VII 

Tao | (Senakhtenre) 
Tao II (Sekenenre) 
Kamose (Wadjkheperre) 


NEW KINGDOM 


Extreme prosperity and renaissance in art and building 
projects mark the beginning of this period. Towards the 
end of the 19th Dynasty the increasing power of the 
priesthood corrupts the central government. During the 
20th Dynasty tomb robbing is done by officials. The 
priesthood becomes hereditary and begins to assume 
secular power. The government breaks down. 


18th Dynasty 


Ahmose (Nebpehtyre) 1539 - 1514 
Amenhotep | (Djeserkare) 1514 - 1493 
Thutmose | (Akheperkare) 1493 - 1481 
Thutmose II (Akheperenre) 1491 - 1479 
Hatshepsut (Maatkare) 1473 - 1458 
Thutmose III (Menkheperre) 1504 - 1450 
Amenhotep II (Akheperure) 1427 - 1392 
Thutmose IV (Menkheperure) 1419 - 1386 
Amenhotep III (Nebmaatre) 1382 - 1344 
Amenhotep IV / Akhenaten 1350 - 1334 
Smenkhkare (Ankhkheperure) 1336-1334 
Tutankhamun (Nebkheperure) 1334 - 1325 
Ay (Kheperkheperure) 1325 - 1321 
Horemheb (Djeserkheperure) 1323 - 1295 


19th Dynasty 


Ramesses | (Menpehtyre) 1295 - 1294 

Seti | (Menmaatre) 1394 - 1279 

Ramesses II (Usermaatresetepenre) 1279 - 1213 
Merenptah (Baenrehotephirmaat) 1213 - 1203 
Amenmesse (Menmire) 1203 - 1200 

Seti Il (Userkheperuresetepenre) 1200 - 1194 
Siptah (Akhenresetepenre) 1194 - 1188 

Tausert (Sitremeritamun) 1185-1187 


20th Dynasty 


Setakht (Userkhauremeryamun) 1186 - 1184 
Ramesses III (Usermaatremeryamun) 1184 - 1153 
Ramesses IV (Hekamaatresetepenamun) 1153 - 1147 
Ramesses V (Usermaatresekheperenre) 1147 - 1143 
Ramesses VI (Nebmaatremeryamun) 1143 - 1136 
Ramesses VII (Usermaatresetepenre) 1136 - 1129 
Ramesses VIII (Usermaatreakhenamun) 1129 - 1126 
Ramesses IX (Neferkarasetepenre) 1126 - 1108 
Ramesses X (Khepermaatresetepenre) 1108 - 1099 
Ramesses XI (Menmaatresetepenptah) 1099 - 1069 


THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD 


The capital moves from Tanis to Libyan, to Nubia, to 
Thebes, to SAIS, and then back to Nubia and Thebes. 


21st Dynasty 


Northern Kings 
Southern Rulers at Thebes 


Smedes 1070-1044 
Herihor 1080-1074 
Amenemnisu 1040 
Piankh 1074-1070 
Psusennes | 1040-992 
Pinedjem | 1070-1032 
Amenope 993-984 
Masaherta 1054-1046 
Osochor 984-978 
Menkheperre 1045-992 
Siamun 978-959 
Smendes II 992-990 
Psusennes II 959-945 
Pinedjem II 990-969 
Psusennes III 969-945 


22nd Dynasty 


Shosheng | 945-924 
Osorkon | 924-909 
Takelot 909--? 
Shosheng II ?--883 
Osorkon II 883-855 
Takelot Il 860-835 
Shoshengq III 835-783 
Pami 783-773 
Shosheng IV 773-735 
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